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Attachment D: Consultation 

 

Public Comment and Public Meeting Requirement 

 

During the construction of its Phase II application submission, the State of Louisiana has 

engaged in extensive consultation with each parish and community members residing within. 

The state held four workshops at the beginning of Phase II in August that were centered on 

educating and engaging the community. Two workshops were held in St. John Parish (an East 

Bank workshop and a West Bank workshop), one in Plaquemines Parish and one centrally 

located between the neighboring parishes of Lafourche and Terrebonne. In addition to the four 

workshops at the beginning of Phase II, the state also held three public meetings during the 15-

day public comment period, from October 9th through October 23rd, to meet – and exceed – the 

requirements presented within the NDRC NOFA. One meeting was in St. John the Baptist 

Parish, one in Plaquemines Parish and one once again centrally located between Lafourche 

Parish and Terrebonne Parish.   

 

To advertise the public comment period and public meetings, OCD-DRU utilized press releases, 

and published media notices. In addition, each of the four parishes included in this Phase II 

application, St. John the Baptist, Plaquemines, Lafourche, and Terrebonne sent mailers to its own 

constituents through their own communications systems. 

 

The following highlights prominent placement of the state’s Phase II application on its website: 
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To collect public comments and input on-site, the state developed and utilized a series of 

worksheets targeting both the general public and specific stakeholder groups. In total 20 

worksheets were collected during the public comments period.  These completed worksheets 

have been attached here for reference. Additionally, one comment was received via e-mail 

during the public comments period and has also been attached.  

 

I. Myrtle Grove  

Of the 20 worksheets collected, 4 of the worksheets mentioned the community known as Myrtle 

Grove Marina. Myrtle Grove Marina is home to approximately 300 homes in Plaquemines 

Parish. The neighborhood situated outside of USACE’s federal levee system alignment and the 

people of this community are now afraid that their homes are being left vulnerable. The people 

of this neighborhood as well as many members within the parish outside of the neighborhood 

would like to see this area be protected by a floodwall. In addition to protecting the 

neighborhood, many of the respondents (2 of which submitted a worksheet) think that the storm 

harbor idea would work well at Myrtle Grove, in conjunction with a floodwall installation.  

 

II. Storm Harbors 

4 of the 20 worksheets featured that the Storm Harbor Networks projects as an excellent idea that 

can help protect the fishing industry, as well as help it get back to work as soon as a storm 

passes. 2 of the 4 worksheets mentioned above pointed out, like the proponents of protecting 

Myrtle Grove Marina, that this neighborhood would make a great location for a Storm Harbor 

once it is protected by a flood gate.  
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III. Mental Health 

2 of the 20 worksheets emphasized the importance of mental health relevance before, during and 

after disasters. These respondents go into great detail regarding the mentally ill not being 

considered when planning for a more resilient future. They state that local and state authorities 

must do a better job of addressing mental health by interacting with mental health entities and 

providing permanent housing for those with disabilities.  

 

IV. Critical Economic Infrastructure 

8 out of the 20 worksheets made mention of the protection of critical economic infrastructure in 

one way or another. 2 worksheets of the 8 highlighted economic infrastructure as housing and 

that this infrastructure can be preserved by developing in safer areas. 4 out of the 8 mentioned 

above pointed out the importance of major economic drivers for the parish, state, region and 

country which are the major ports and industries present in these parishes, such as Port 

Fourchon, Conoco Phillips, and the Chevron Oronite plant, just to name a few. Joni Tuck from 

Thibodaux is quoted saying, “…next iteration should include more economic resilience.” The 

final 2 of the 8 worksheets mentioned identified the importance of the fishing industries to the 

communities. The ability to protect the fishing industry though an idea such as the Safe Harbor 

Network was a great idea to these respondents and a key way to protect critical economic 

infrastructure.  

 

V. LA SAFE 

i. 7 worksheets of the 20 total focused on the importance of implementing the LA SAFE 

strategy to enable these parishes to become safer and more resilient. 2 of the 7 

mentioned here made a note that the LA SAFE plan must be driven by local needs that, 

when implemented, will reduce risk in highly vulnerable areas.  

 

 ii. 5 worksheets of the 20 made mention of the importance of implementation of these   

     strategies not happening within a silo, and that they need a standardized policy that    

     stretches across all parishes. David Marcotte, one of the five respondents      

     mentioned above, is from Port Sulphur in Plaquemines. He wants to see,     

     “Cooperation instead of personal gains.” Additionally, one respondent made mention       

     that they fear their parish will be forgotten about.  

 

VI. Importance of Preserving Culture 

3 of the 20 respondents made mention of the importance of preserving the cultures of our coastal 

communities. Chief Albert Naquin of Montegut and Antoine Dardar of Bourg mention the 

importance of regaining the population of their tribe in a safer, more resilient place so that they 

can continue to replenish their culture.  

 

VII. E-mailed Comments 

In addition to the above, one public comment was received via e-mail. The e-mail came from 

Joseph Carr of Social Action Initiatives of the River Parishes. Mr. Carr’s comments were 

centered on his concern for the proper implementation of the LA SAFE model. Mr. Carr first 

outlines that while thought out and very “thought provoking,” the LA SAFE model will be 

ineffective if vigorous community involvement is neglected during the planning process. Mr. 

Carr’s second concern was centered on the event that St. John Parish not receiving an award 
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from the NDRC. With this he outlines a proposed strategy for resilience in St. John without the 

potential funding source. 

 

Mr. Carr’s e-mail has been presented below in full: 

 

Participant Feedback . . .from St. John Parish Public Meeting re: State of Louisiana 

                                  And National Disaster Resilience Competition,  Oct. 19, 2015 

 

Questions Regarding Current Proposal 

      Response to framework 

          Yes, I believe that these programs will reduce the distress of dealing with the next 

disastrous storm.         Of the three 

elements of the La. SAFE Framework, RESETTLEMENT seems the most socially complex and 

emotionally sensitive. I project a strong need for early and thoroughly collaborative effort 

between agencies, separate program service partners and most or all ‘targeted parish residents’ 

(who appear most likely to need highest degrees of aid and support) and their families and 

interested supporters. I assume in absence of detailed information, that RESETTLEMENT likely 

may reach more parish residents than simply including past and present/future Housing 

Authority occupants.                                              Without this initial and fundamental start, 

program outcomes appear likely to suffer discrimination-focused social/ethnic controversy, and 

consequent major political threat to the program’s existence. 

         RESHAPING seems somewhat less controversial on its face, while also appearing likely to 

encounter both more economically savvy and politically active residents and related groups. 

While perhaps benefitting from more extensive program benefit educational efforts offered 

sufficiently ahead of initial aid distribution, more persistent outreach and inclusion in planning 

may offer the community opportunity to seek further integration of values and interests in the 

RESHAPING program and Transit project planning.    RETROFITTING as a 

program may face potential fates similar to various past regional disaster-related efforts to make 

government aid available. Such programs seem to have stumbled markedly by failing to provide 

both broad, meaningful and persistently equitable outreach/engagement efforts, and similar and 

substantial contractor oversight. 

         10.19.15Feedback pg. 2 

Significant retention, or a more problematic loss of residents, such as developed and persists  in 

the post-Katrina ‘recovery’ New Orleans environment, must be of fundamental concern as the 

applicant community aims to thrive, vs. suffering decline in its future.  
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Response to Proposed Projects 

       Three of the Proposed Projects, Water, Transit, and Breakwaters get my support.  

                      

 However I am uninformed as to the details or notions underlying today’s (apparently 

unaddressed) Resilient Housing projects, or any consideration the Parish Housing Authority 

may have paid to housing site proximity/access to transit, services, or shopping for residents. 

Nor do I know if any social advocacy organizations, such as COA, AARP, the Advocacy Center, 

or Universal Design specialists, or any other Housing Authorities (including) HUD were 

consulted in the planning process. Consequently, I have no opinion on this project. 

Questions re:  Future Implementation 

       Regarding the parish and state efforts to accomplish the broad program goals outlined in 

the Framework, two broad concerns come to mind. Either we receive an award, or not. 

If not,  

1. I certainly hope to join a rapidly conceptualized and thoroughly designed and announced 

collaborative Coalition; 

2.  to review the early post-ISAAC Community wish list and contrast with SJB/OCD 

program/project list; 

3. to prioritize and configure goals; compile particular goal-based tasks in economic, financial, 

geospatial and socially relevant aspects; 

      

         10.19.15Feedback  pg. 3 

4. to seek out interested volunteers and talents;      

5.to develop partnerships with a wide variety of NGO and business and academic/educational 

organizations and local, regional, state, and federal agencies to establish who we can do what 

with;  

6. to pool residents (+) to create a group of mostly volunteer grant writers to tap Louisiana 

regional and national regional foundations and other relevant organizations to approach and or 

with whom to partner. 

7. to look at current community health via surveys and other health status indicators, and look 

for money to address poverty and economic decline and health disparities and disaster readiness 

and crime and behavioral health, and GET STARTED ! 
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IF SO, much the same, wrapped around and through programs and projects.  

 

Regarding priorities, I also think an interim public meeting should promptly be considered. This 

event could serve as a partial parish-wide means of announcing an alternate plan and its 

elements, should the parish receive no award. It would also begin to build public awareness and 

support for leaders having begun to put together and presented a plan to the residents for going 

forward in other ways should this funding application be denied.  

 After that, the first priority would be water.   

Next would be creating program policies for all three programs that would be paired with 

community inclusion and building efforts, tied to application success, or after denial, to some 

lesser fund-raising threshold for prompting some presently unforeseeable but more financially 

limited initiatives.         I suspect that RESHAPING planning by the community 

might best be started  

         10.19.15 Feedback  pg. 4 

before beginning RETROFITTING, while also requiring some basic parameters to aid in 

steering around RESETTLEMENT activities. Was there money enough, then significant 

RETROFITTING could begin effectively, with outreach to residents, written program policy, 

clear procedures and appeal, and contractor monitoring.  

 

I currently visualize the parish application as parish residents in a circular center, a larger 

concentric circle occupied by mostly parish and state government office-holders and staff, and 

yet a third circle including business, healthcare, education and other sectors still uninvolved. 

Nearly two thirds of the elements of this situation appear to still be non-participants in their own 

future.   

Thank you for offering a thought-provoking request for feedback 

 

Joe Carr, LCSW/LMFT/PSIT,  LLC 

 

VIII. State’s Response to Public Comments 

With respect to the 20 worksheet responses received, the state is confident the issues mentioned 

are directly aligned with the needs, risks and vulnerabilities noted in its Phase II NDRC 

application. Specifically, the application details an approach, LA SAFE, to develop programs 

and policies intended to strategically develop communities within the parishes of this 

application. Moreover, through its extensive consultation efforts detailed throughout its 
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application, the state has noted and is aware of cited information gaps and a need for further 

educational initiatives outlining resilience-building techniques.  

 

The state agrees with Mr. Carr’s opinion about resettlement being a very socially complex and 

emotionally sensitive concept. Because of this, it has been a top priority of both ours and our 

partners to incorporate current best practices in community-based planning to ensure that the 

proposed Isle de Jean Charles resettlement project is driven by and for the community it is 

intended to serve. As the LA SAFE mock project for resettlement going forward, the State 

recognizes the importance of setting markedly high standards for community engagement in 

regards to resettling communities. This is the focus for the State in all of the proposed projects 

mentioned within our application. Extensive consultation with important community 

stakeholders for this project, as well as others, can be found throughout our Phase II NDRC 

submission in the Consultation Summary. 

 

Additionally, the state notes that resilience building is not a choice in Louisiana, it is a necessity. 

Whether it receives an award through the NDRC or not, it must develop new and creative ways 

to build resilience in our most vulnerable areas, and it is eager to work with professionals like 

Mr. Carr and community members throughout the Coastal Zone to achieve this goal. 

 

Citizen Participation and Consultation Summary Chart 

 

The following summarizes the state’s citizen participation and consultation efforts: 
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Public Engagement Workshop Activities   

 

The following summarizes the state’s community engagement workshop activities:  
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Consistency with Other Planning Documents   

 

The following materials articulate how this application is consistent with other planning 

documents, as described in Exhibit E: 
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Consultation with the State of Alaska on Relocation/Resettlement Activities   

 

The following letters demonstrate Louisiana’s and Alaska’s reciprocal commitment to a strategic 

alliance regarding relocation and resettlement activities, as demonstrated in Exhibit G: 
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